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THE  UNITED   NATIONS
not reach a peaceful settlement On its side the
Council can call on the parties to settle disputes
peacefully it can investigate any situation likely
to cause a breach of the peace and at any stage it
can recommend a solution
The Veto
At this point we must deal with the veto
which applies to substantive questions The
number of affirmative votes required for adopting
decisions on substantive matters is 8 including
the votes of the five permanent members In
other words if any one of the permanent members
says No to the use of force even after a full
investigation the Council cannot use force to
settle the dispute Thus when it comes to im
posing sanctions for a breach of the peace the
assent is required of the Great Powers and one of
them may of course be a party to the dispute
If the Great Powers imposed sanctions on each
other it would mean a major war m which the
present UN would disappear Partly in order to
overcome the difficulty of the veto the Assembly
set up a Committee to remain in permanent ses
sion consisting of one representative of each
member It is known as the Little Assembly its
formal title being the Interim Committee
The Uniting Jor Peace Resolution 1950
The General Assembly had always been able to
discuss matters of peace and security although it
could not make recommendations about them if
they were being considered by the Security Coun
cil But in 1950 after the Korean crisis a new
decision was taken by the General Assembly
whereby if there were some threat or breach of the
peace on which the Security Council was in dead
lock the Assembly on a vote of seven members of
the Security Council could consider it immediately
and make a recommendation about it This
decision to which Russia and four other countries
were opposed was called the Uniting for Peace
resolution By this resolution too the Assembly
can be called together within twenty four hours
It was the standing Interim Assembly which
considered the Israeli-Egyptian dispute in
November 1966
The Economic and Social Council
The UN pledged themselves to a broad humani
tanan policy of which the following are salient
points to promote higher standards of living full
employment the conditions of economic and
social progress solutions of international econo
mic social health and other related problems
educational co operation universal respect for
human rights and the fundamental freedoms for
all The main business of the Economic and
Social Council is to carry out this broad policy
The size of the Council was increased from 18 to
27 with effect from January 1966 To tackle
these huge problems the Council established a
number of Important commissions and bodies the
principal being the following —
Regional Economic Commissions
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE)
Economic Commission for Asia and the Far
East (ECAFE)
Economic Commission for Latin America
(ECLA)
Economic Commission for Africa (EGA)
functional Commissions
Disarmament
Statistics
Population
Social
Human Bights
Status of Women
Narcotic Drugs
 Intergovernment Aaenmes (ftrevhnuly
Specialised Aaenaet) — The agencies are organisa
nons established bymtergovernmental agreements
and then- activities as a rule are co orduiated by
;he Economic and Social Council. The list of the
fifteen Agencies are given below
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
International Labour Organisation (ILO)
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
UN  Educational   Scientific   and   Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO)
World Health Organisation (WHO)
World Bank (Bank)
International Finance Corporation OTC)
International Monetary Fund (FOND)
International Development Association (IDA)
International   Civil   Aviation   Organisation
aCAO)
Universal Postal Union (UPU)
International    Telecommunication    Union
(ITU)
World Meteorological Organisation (WMO)
Inter Governmental Maritime Consultative
Committee (IMCO)
General Agreement on Tariffs  and Trade
(GATT)
Several of these organisations were at work
before the UN was set up One such body is the
ILO
A Peace Force
Since its inception in 1645 the United Nations
has been called on only four tunes for military
action— >n Korea (1950) in Egypt (1956) m
the Congo (1960) and in Cyprus (1964) Korea
was really an American containment action
under the covering of the UN In other opera
tions the number of troops ranged from 6 000
to 20 000 Apart from military action the UN
has sent observers or presences to various
parts of the world mainly to the Middle and
Far East to facilitate settlement of disputes
Thus to maintain a standby force of 20 000 men
when it might be needed so rarely would be a
waste, apart from problems of bases control and
equipment Two ideas about the best kind of
peace force hold the field They are —
 (1)	the earmarking of national military units
and
 (2)	a permanent multiracial force
The cogent arguments for a permanent UN Mill
tary Force can be studied in United Nations
Forces by D W Bowett pub by Stevens m 1967
A United Nations Success   Technical Assistance
That the United Nations is something more than
a place of talk is proved by a glance at the history
of its programme of Technical Assistance The
object of this aid is to help countries to develop
then- economic and political independence and
since this must be a truly co operative venture re
ceivtng countries must not only invite the experts
but actively participate in projects they undertake
both with money and with local personnel—even
the poorest being encouraged to make a contribu
tion A major reform was made in 1966 by the
simplification of the existing systems of capital
and technical aid by the United Nations Tie

